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PALMER LAND 

BY 

EDWIN SWIFT BALCH 

It is most gratifying to American geographers to see the adop- 
tion, at last, of the names Palmer Land and Wilkes Land by the 
Royal Geographical Society of London. In the Geographical Jour- 
nal for March, 1910, p. 338, the name Wilkes Land was used, ap- 
parently rather as a matter of course, and without any suggestion 
that it was an addition to the nomenclature employed up to that 
time by official British geographers. 

In the Geographical Journal for March 191 1, however, a much 
greater step forward was taken. For on the maps illustrating the 
paper by Dr. Jean B. Charcot, we not only find on the little central 
one of the South Polar Regions the name Wilkes Land, but on 
three of the others we find the name Palmer Land. And not only 
is the name Palmer Land charted on these maps, but the name Pal- 
mer Land is in its correct place, on the north shore of the northern 
mainland of West Antarctica. 

It is only justice that this should be so. For the mainland of 
West Antarctica, as far as the records show, was first sighted by 
Nathaniel B. Palmer* of Stonington, Conn., and the land was named 
after him, possibly by the Russian admiral and antarctic circum- 
navigator Bellingshausen. 

Fanning, in his somewhat confused account of the discovery of 
the mainland of West Antarctica, says that Captain Pendleton re- 
ported that from an elevated station on Deception Island, he had 
discovered mountains in the south. Fanning then goes on to state 
how the name Palmer Land came deservedly to be given to it. It 
would seem from the first statement as if the name should be Pen- 
dleton Land and not Palmer Land, a point to which Dr. Norden- 
skjold called attention. But if this were correct, why was the name 
Palmer Land adopted by the sealers and why should Fanning say it 
was deservedly given ? 

The answer to this is that it was almost surely Nathaniel B. Pal- 
mer, and not Pendleton, who first sighted, from Deception Island, 
land to the south. Mrs. Richard Fanning Loper, of Stonington, 
Connecticut, the niece of Nathaniel B. Palmer, has both stated and 
written to the writer that her uncle was an unusually keen sighted 



* A short biographical sketch of Nathaniel B. Palmer will be found in the article by the writer: 
'Stonington Antarctic Explorers." Bulletin Amer. Geog. Soc, Vol. XLI., Aug., 1909. 
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man, and that she has often heard him tell how he had first sighted 
land to the south of anything then known, of the excitement he was 
thrown into, and of the desire it aroused in him to go to explore it. 
Confirmation of this fact may be had by looking at the portrait 
of Nathaniel B. Palmer, which is published with this article. The 
illustration is made from a photograph of Captain Palmer taken 
about the year 1868 and presented to the writer by Mrs. Loper. In 
looking at this picture it is impossible not to notice the eyes. If 
ever a man had an eagle eye, an eye which could see far and see ac- 
curately, that man was Captain Palmer. And this goes far to prove 
that Palmer was entirely truthful in stating that he was the first to 
see Palmer Land, and to corroborate Farming's assertion that the 
name Palmer Land was deservedly given to the northern mainland 
of West Antarctica. 



GEOGRAPHICAL RECORD 
THE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 

The March Meeting of the Society. A regular meeting of the Society 
was held at the Engineering Societies' Building, No. 29 West Thirty-ninth St., 
on Tuesday evening, March 21, 191 1. Vice-President Greenough in the Chair. 

The following persons recommended by the Council were elected to Fel- 
lowship : 

William F. Bass, Howard Townsend Martin, 

Mrs. William Bucknell, Frederick Townsend Martin, 

Benjamin Chew. Schuyler Schieffelin, 

S. R. Klein, M.D., Frank D. Waterman, 

Dr. M. B. Williams. 

The Chairman then introduced Prof. Arthur Stanley Riggs who addressed 
the Society on "Sicily and Southern Italy." A large number of stereopticon 
views were shown. The Society then adjourned. 

The Presentation of the Cullum Geographical Medal to Prof. Dr. Her- 
mann Wagner. The presentation of the Cullum Geographical Medal awarded 
by the American Geographical Society to Prof. Dr. Hermann Wagner, took 
place in the salon of the American Embassy, Berlin, March 5, 191 1, at 5 p. M. 
Those present were: Prof. Dr. Hermann Wagner; His Excellency, Geheimrat 
Prof. Dr. A. Wagner; Geheimrat Prof. Dr. Penck; Geheimrat Dr. Hellmann; 
Prof. Dr. von Luschan; Ministerialdirektor Dr. Th. Lewald; Imperial German 
Consul H. Freytag. 

Invitations had also been sent to the Prussian Cultus-Minister and to Prof. 
Dr. Karl von den Steinen, who sent letters of regret at their inability to attend. 

The Hon. David J. Hill, Ambassador of the United States to Germany, said 
that he had received from the Secretary of the American Geographical Society 
a letter requesting him to arrange for the presentation of the medal to Prof. 
Wagner, whose work in Geography has been of very high rank and is highly 
appreciated in the United States. The American Geographical Society had 



